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Womonspace is online! Check out our web page at 


http://www. gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 


SPLI NTERS FROM THE BOARD They will also be available Sundays from noon 


to 4 p.m. throughout December at Secrets Bar & 


The fourth al W ft fai 
Be Sie. ar ae ne DC rGn En Gc) 1). CEM le your support of Womonspace 


was held Nov. 21, featuring 16 tables of ; : : ; 
vendors and three staffed by PFLAG, GLCCE by purchasing a copy—and while you're at it, 
and the AIDS Network. The crafters were grab one for a friend! To reserve your copy, 
pleased with the turnout in the small but cozy please contact any Womonspace Boatd member 


confines of Inglewood Hall. Many thanks to or phone Lindy, 483-4080. | 
Arron for organizing the event. + There will be no Womonspace dance in 


+ Womonspace got a good start on calendar Mere peanconyes onal ae os 
sales at the craft fair. All proceeds from our New) eas see but the halle ee 
1999 calendars, featuring black-and-white double-booked and, sadly, we are the ones who 
photographs submitted by local lesbians, will ended up without a venue for our dance. The 
go towards the cost of publishing Womonspace next dance wal be Satuday, |2h ane 
News. These great holiday gift items cost just Alberta Avenue Hall. It will be a women-only, 


$16 and can be purchased at Orlando Books. non-smoking dance. 3 


WE WELCOME SUBMISSIONS Contributors: 


We are always seeking submissions of interest to local lesbians. Kristy Harcourt, Gloria 
Letters to the editor, book, concert and movie reviews, political Filax, Lindy Pratch, 
and social commentary, short fiction, poetry and artwork are all 
welcomed. Write to Womonspace News (Box 128, Main P.O., 
Edmonton AB T5J 3K4), attend a newsletter meeting, visit our 
website (address above) or leave a message at 482-1794. Topic for 
January— Pink Politics. February— Lesbians Online. 


Jacquie Dumas, Jean 
Dobbie, Lenore LeMay, 
Liz Masstah, Laverne, 
Honeypot. 


Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our 
purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue 
of Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The events, 
organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. 

Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome submissions. 
Maierial submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and content, and to 
refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, AB 
T5J 3K4, Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines free — at any time. Womonspace 
News seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publications costs. Womonspace does not necessarily 
endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, 
please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line: 482-1794. The editor is Lindy Pratch. 
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IMAGINING LESBIAN LIVES 


by Kristy Harcourt 


They published your diary 

and that's how i got to know you 

the key to the room of your own 

and a mind without end 

and here’s a young girl 

on a kind of a telephone kine 

through time 

and the voice at the other end 

comes like a long lost friend 

sot know i'm all right 

hfe nill come and hfe nill go 

still ¢ feel it’s all right 

cause t just got a letter to my soul 
— Indigo Girls, Virginia Woolf 

On a business trip, the girlfriend of one of my 
co-workers said to me, “ ‘Bill’ tells me you read.” 
And so I my identity as that Feminist, Vegetarian 
Lesbian was expanded to include Reader. ’m 
comfortable with that identity, and, as I told her, 
Pll read anything! 

I’m an unstoppable consumer of all kinds of 
writing: mystery novels, political essays, comics, 
childrens books, zines, you name it! But when I 
started thinking about lesbian books for this 
article, I kept coming back to books that 
broadened my growing awareness of the 
diversity of lesbian experience. Our first lesbian 
books help us to imagine the paths our lives may 
take. They counter our invisibility in what is 
often a hostile and silencing society and they 
show us the range of our possibilities. 

I was a teenager when someone gave me a 
copy of When I am an Old Woman, I nill Wear 
Purple, an anthology about aging women. 
Included in it is Jess Wells’ short story, Tx 
Willow Chairs, about a young lesbian sent to live 
with her elderly aunt and her lover. That story 


presented the idea of finding support 
within one’s family, and it gave a sense of 
the length and stability of some of our love 
relationships. 

Reading the Vancouver performance art 
trio Kiss & Tell’s book Her Tongue On My 
Theory, | was exposed to lesbian sex in a 
complex and playful perspective. 

Leslie Feinberg’s Stone Butch Blues 
discusses the impossibility of “blending in’ 
and highlights mainstream feminism’s 
rejection of butch/femme-identifying 
lesbians, and of the need for an awareness 
of class structures. 

Reading that book, I was able to see 
how my growing gay/lesbian activism fit 
into a historical and gendered perspective. 
That awareness continues to inform my 
work as well as an awareness of the need 
to fight assimilation and instead to broaden 
the possibilities for behaviour and sexual 
identity. 

Books for young adults, like Am I Blue 
(edited by Marion Dane Bauer) and 
Francesca Lia Block’s Girl Goddess Number 
Nine and the Weetzie Bat books, and kids’ 
books like Leslea Newman’s Beknda’s 
Bouquet are about finding ways to get by 
when you don’t fit in. 

And finally, non-fiction essays and 
books like Wilfful Vingin: Essays in Feminism 
(Marilyn Frye), This Bridge Called My Back: 
Writings by Radical Women of Color (Chetrie 
Moraga and Gloria Anzalua), Trash 
(Dorothy Allison) and Homophobia, A 
Weapon of Sexism (Suzanne Pharr) give 
vocabulary to our struggles, explore the 
commonality of oppressions and help us to 


plan the revolution. 
(Kristy Harcourt hosts Gaywire on CJSR FM88) 


> 
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A READING PASSION 
by Gloria Filax 

Books ate an important 
part of my life. In fact, 
reading and writing are a 
passion that I share with 
special people in my life. 

With my first library 
card I would trek to the 
downtown library with my 
sisters and borrow my quota 
of three books. The envy of 
my life was my sister Muriel who obtained her 
adult card and was able to borrow any number 
of books. Up until that time we knew the 
delights of the children's section, but with 
Muriel's progression to adult status—at least as 
a library patcon—we younger ones progressed 
to the adult section of the library too. The 
expanded choices of the adult section were 
absolutely thrilling. During this time, Muriel 
would allow Elaine and I to borrow "adult" 
books on her card if we agreed to carry all her 
books home for her. Muriel would borrow at 
least three armloads of books which two of us 
would have to carry. Part of the deal was that 
Elaine and I could search out one great read 
from the adult section, so mature you know, 
and bus home laden with piles of Muriel's and 
our own two titles. Muriel, being a tyrant of an 
older sister, would suspend our agreement until 
she had read our titles first. 

In spite of sibling power struggles, those 
days of browsing libraries, reading the same 
books, squabbling over bookloads and who 
should read something first, sharing a passion 
for reading with my two sisters nourished our 
relationship with one another. I cherish the 
time we spent reading together. It was a time of 


learning, growth, passion, sharing (sort of) and 
safety. My reading was eclectic, bizarre, and 

highly unrefined but my hunger for the written 
word was voracious and having this shared by 
two people I loved made this a splendid passtime. — 

Time has moved on and I still share my 
reading passion with others. I have had the 
honour to support a series of alternative feminist 
bookstores during my adult life. The first of 
these, Common Womon Books, was a space like 
the library for me. As with the opening of options 
that the adult section of the library had earlier 
offered me, the selection of books offered at 
Common Womon Books was a thrill and 
awakening that I could not have anticipated at the 
time. The gentle prompting of my sister Elaine 
had already opened my mind to feminist words. 
Common Womon Books provided many books 
containing these ideas and a safe, warm space in 
which to wander. I volunteered at Common 
Womon in order to browse through titles and 
bask in the space of women’s words. 

In the void left by the demise of Common 
Womon Books, a group of three women began a 
mail-order business. I became involved as a 
working partner and my passion for books was 
shared by four of us in the very immediate ways 
that running a volunteer business (no, this is not 
an oxymoron!) demands. One of these women 
was Sheryl McInnes and as with so many 
volunteer endeavours, Sheryl did the lion’s share 
of the work. Over time, two of the partners left 
and with flagging energy Sheryl and I learned that 
another feminist bookstore was opening. I told 
Sheryl that I did not want to compete with a 
feminist with a storefront and so we moved over 
for the grand opening of Orlando Books. 

Since Orlando Books has opened, I have 
thrilled to the passion of yet another bookstore 
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space that offers me the safety and choice that 
have become so critical to my well-being. I 
have come to know bookstore owner Jacquie 
Dumas, and to treasure my relationship with 
as well. 

From the youngster borrowing dog and 
horse stories from the public library to the still 
eclectic but perhaps more refined reader that I 
am today I have come to know several things 
that are essential to my love - 
of books. Books have 
always been an essential part 
of my world and essential to 
my relationships with others 
in this world. Feminist 
books fostered my 
willingness to value and love 
my relationship with my 
sisters and many other 
female friends. 

Alternative books and the 
ideas they have spun 
allowed me to move from my life as a 
heterosexual woman to my present, vibrant 
life with my beloved Debra. I could not be 
who I am without the many books that have 
engaged me. I would not have spent all the 
wonderful hours with dear friends like Sheryl 
McInnes, if it had not been for the company 
of the books and book-related activities we 
were each engaged in. Without books, I would 
not know the splendour of the company of 
the women from my reading group through 
the evenings we spend debating the merits of 
a particular book. 

However, the words and ideas that I 
struggle with and thrill over are not readily 
available in today’s world and thus my reading 
space is an endangered one. And if my reading 


space is endangered, the writing space of 
alternative writers—be they feminist, 
environmental, science fiction, mystery, or 
lesbian—is an endangered space as well. And 
if alternative reading and writing spaces are 
endangered spaces, so too are those of our 
precious alternative bookstores. We need to 
support and protect all those endangered 
spaces that are dear to us. The cultural space 
we nourish in our 
body/mind when we 
ourselves read or write, as 
well as the cultural space 
that alternative bookstores 
offer, force mainstream 
culture to open up space for 
us whether in the minds of 
heterosexuals or the spaces 
out books inhabit on 
mainstream stores’ 
bookshelves. 

Our cultural spaces, 
whether reading and writing bodies /minds or 
shelf space in a bookstore, become a 
testament to the fact we exist who and as we 
ate as alternative beings, as lesbians. And I for 
one, do not want to disappear for lack of 
attention. 

So please, support your local alternative 
and feminist bookstores. It may be a matter of 
your own disappearance... like all those other 
endangered species. 


Classified Ad 

Westend 3-bedroom townhouse to share 
with non-smoking woman. Must like cats; pet 
welcome. Sylvia, 484-7686. 
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WHAT IS A LESBIAN BOOK? 


by Lindy Pratch 

When I compiled a blibliography of lesbian 
fiction for Edmonton Public Library, my first 
dilemma was in defining “lesbian fiction.” I 
decided to include all titles in which either 
lesbianism was important to the plot, or else 
at least one lesbian central 
character was featured. 

That still left a large 
grey area. What about a 
book like Helen Elaine 
Lee’s, The 
Serpent's Gaftr It 
is a family saga 
that covers d 
about 70 years. There are at least five central 
characters, one of whom is a lesbian who lives 
with another woman for 30 years. I decided to 
include it. 

Minette Walter’s The Ice House doesn’t have 
any rea/ lesbians in it, but the reader doesn’t 
know this until near the end, and lesbianism ¢s 
an aspect of the plot. I decided not to include 
that one. 

Keith Oatley’s The Case of Emily V is a 
historical crime adventure with convincing 
lesbian characters. Although the book is written 
by a man, the book is definitely one for the 
lesbian list. 

Barbara Gowdy’s heartwarming and 
endearing Mester Sandman presented a bit of a 
problem. Married couple Doris and Gordon 
Canary each have a series of same-sex affairs 
and they are not particularly interested in each 
other. They are so totally closeted—even to 
themselves—that it seems more about 
dysfunctional sexuality than gay and lesbian. 
Despite this, it does fit my criteria and I did 
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include it on my list. 

In Ann-Marie MacDonald’s Fall Ox Your 
Knees, the revelation of a central character’s 
lesbianism is a twist in the plot that arrives 
midway through the story. Does putting this 
book in a list of lesbian fiction spoil the 
surprise? I don’t think it does, 
especially considering that the 
4 author is openly lesbian 
herself. 

Which brings another out 
lesbian to mind: Dorothy 
Allison. The only lesbian in 
Bastard Out of Carokna is Bone’s 
aunt, who is a minor character, 
although she does play a pivotal role in Bone’s 
life. When I closed the covers of that book, I 
believed that Bone would grow up to be a 
lesbian... a woman very much like Dorothy 
Allison. I think it is a very lesbian book, yet it 
does not fit the criteria for my bibliography 
and I regretfully could not include it. 

This helped me realize that I hold a 
separate, personal definition of a lesbian novel. 
It isn’t something I can use for a library 
booklist. How can I describe the lesbian 
sensibility that many lesbian authors bring to 
theit writing, whether they have lesbians in 
their stories or not? My own reading 
experience is also an important part of the 
equation. A work of fiction is not static. The 
words an author sets down on a page come 
alive in my mind as I read them. The story 
unfolds, filtered through my unique 
interpretation and coloured by the many things 
in my head which are totally outside of the 
author’s words. 

I agree with Vita Sackville West, who said 
“No character in fiction is ever wholly 


fictitious.” My knowledge that Dorothy Allison 
is a lesbian, and that she experienced physical 
and sexual abuse as a child, becomes integral to 
my reading of her fiction. This explains why I 
have the feeling that Bone grows up to discover 
she is a lesbian. The fact that the aunt who 
rescues Bone is a lesbian also has a lot of 
meaning for me. Because I am a lesbian, I am 
always looking for lesbian heroes in literature. 

Lin Van Hek’s The Ballad of Siddy Church has 
some fine female heroes in it, including the 
lesbian title character. It reminded me of Bastard 
Out of Carolina because of the complicated love 
relationship between Eadie and her abusive 
mother. Unlike Bastard, this book does fit the 
library booklist criteria. 

The story is told by Siddy’s grand-daughter, 
Eadie. Siddy, or one of Eadie’s many ‘aunties’, is 
usually there to intervene when Eadie’s mother 
gets violent. These aunties—except for Siddy’s 
lover Mantel—aren’t directly identified by the 
author as lesbians, but they are the “tough- 
cookie, leather-booted variety of auntie,” 
immediately recognizable to lesbian readers. 

Eadie plays ‘doctor’ with Nilli when they are 
gitls. They lose touch with each other and 
decades later Eadie learns that Nilli killed herself 
when she was nineteen. My knowledge of gay 
and lesbian teen suicide statistics illuminates my 
reading at this point in the story. It becomes a 
lesbian suicide to me, even though the author 
barely suggests that this may be the case. This 
experience of reading between the lines is 
probably familiar to other lesbian readers. 

Any author can write a book with lesbian 
content, yet words by lesbians, about lesbians, 
and read by lesbians are the most concentrated 
form of lesbian fiction. But you will have to 
compile your own list of these. 


Transgendered Booklist 
by Lindy Pratch 

A new collection of booklists will soon be 
available at the Edmonton Public Library. The 
lists of lesbian and gay fiction that I began 
compiling in 1994 have been available on the 
library website since the end of 1995, but not 
in paper form. Because they are so lengthy 
(over 400 titles), the expense of providing a 
paper take-away format was prohibitive. And 
because it covers such a wide variety of books, 
I decided it would be more useful if I broke it 
down into genre categories. 

The result combines selections from both 
the lesbian and gay fiction lists. These have 
been broken down into 31 booklists, including 
short stories, fantasy and science fiction, 
historical fiction, mysteries, humour, vampites, 
multicultural themes, sports fiction, bisexual 
women, s/m, biographies, feminist utopias, 
AIDS, recent fiction and classics. 

Rainbow Reading will replace the online gay 
and lesbian booklists. It will also be available 
for use, in a bound book form, at every branch 
of the public library. Readers seeking fiction 
with lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered 
content can take this booklist to the catalog 
and use it to check which ones are currently 
available, or to place requests. It can 
accompany a trip to the shelves, too, which 
was impossible with the online list. 

My next project is a paper booklist that 
patrons can keep. It must be short enough to 
fit onto one page and so I have decided to 
limit the titles to lesbian and gay award 
winners. Watch for it at your local branch. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Grouns and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) is located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Office hours 9 am to noon 
Monday to Friday and 7-10 pm for drop-in, 
peer support counselling and library services. 
Films on Wednesdays. 488-3234. Peer 
support is also available through email; 
glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
website: www. freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glcce 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the 
University of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 


show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6:30-7 pM. 


Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pm. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical lesbigay church; worship 7 pm 
Sundays, 11148-84 Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive (riverside entrance), 
Sundays at 1 pM—with children’s church 
school available—and at 7:15 pm. Youth 
Group on Tuesdays at 7 pm. Also at 
McDougall, AFFIRM United meets at 
7:30 pM the last Saturday of each month. Call 
Tess or Phyllis at 474-0862. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of 
union available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 
12530-110 Ave. 454-8073. 

Youth Understanding Youth: a 
fellowship of gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 
transgenders, aged 25 and under, meets 


Saturdays from 8-10 pm at GLCCE. All youth 
welcome. 488-3234. 

Classics, a social group for lesbians over 40, 
meets on the first Sunday of the month at 2 pm. If 
you are interested, call Donna at 456-1008. 

PFLAG: Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays promotes well-being through 
support, education and advocacy. Call Lynne at 
462-5958 or email showrish@compusmart.ab.ca 

Northern Titans Gay & Lesbian 
Bowling Association meets for 10 pin every 
Saturday at 4:45 pm. Pins and Cues (Westmount). 
$12. A group supper outing after bowling is also 
organized each week. Call Garry, 426-6311. 

Out & Out (O”) Outdoor and recreation 
group. Anyone interested in curling with O’, call 
Lance at 479-5308. Free-To-Be recreational 
volleyball; call Rick at 497-7585. If competitive 
level volleyball is your thing, call Geoff at-420- 
6698. Rivervalley cross-country skiers; call Mike, 
988-6402 or Peter, 434-4712. 

Outreach is a University of Alberta group 
for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 
students, staff and faculty. Email: outreach@ 
gpu.stv.ualberta.ca. 


Hangouts: 

Bagel Tree Cafe - 10345 Whyte Ave. 
Buddy’s - Upstairs pub; 10112-124 Street. 
Jazzberrys Too Cafe - 10116-124 Street. 
The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 Street. 
Secrets - Women’s bar at 10249-107 Street. 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
482-2855 


Womonspace:4.82 ~1794 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 7:30 pm 

Diversity Conferences of Alberta Society 
Organizational meeting. People of all sexual / 
gender identities and faiths are invited. Aimed at 
fostering greater understanding and acceptance 
of GLBT people in secular and faith 
communities. Knox-Metropolitan United 
Church, 8307-109 St. Contact Read Sherman, 
437-9732, or Charles Bidwell, 436-8774. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, Noon 

Womonspace News Meeting 

Stop in and say hello to the newsletter dykes at 
the Bagel Tree Cafe, 10345 Whyte Ave. 
Deadline for submission for the January issue on 
the topic “Pink Politics.” 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm 

Pride ’99 Planning Meeting 

Citadel Theatre, 9828-101A Ave., third floor 
boardroom. Includes lunch. For more info call 
488-3442 or 453-3782, or email: 
martyc@telusplanet.net 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 8 pm 

Gay Friendly Business Association 

Meets the second Tuesday of every month at the 
Garage Burger Bar, 10242-1006 Street. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 7:30 pm 

PFLAG/T Monthly Meeting 

Support meeting at GLCCE, suite 103, 10612- 
124 St. Everyone welcome. Call 462-5958. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, after 4 pm 

Teachers Social/Support Group 

Monthly gathering of gay and lesbian Edmonton 
and area teachers. Second Cup, 11210 Jasper 
Ave. Call Barrie; 432-9144 or Grant; 432-1660. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 

New Year’s Eve Black and White Gala 
Wear your black and white party clothes and 
toast 1999 with some champagne. Secrets Bar 
& Grill, 10249-107 Street. Tickets $5 in 
advance, $7 at the door ($10 for couples). 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, Hoon 

Womonspace News Meeting 

Bagel Tree Cafe, 10345 Whyte Ave. Deadline 
for the February issue on the topic 
“CyberDykes /Lesbians Online.” 


MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 7:30 pm 
Womonspace Board Meeting 

At GLCCE, suite 103, 10612-124 Street. 
Members are always welcome. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 9 pm-1 am 
Womonspace Dance 

Dance away those winter blues! A non- 
smoking event for women only. Alberta 
Avenue Hall, 9210-118 Avenue. 


JANUARY 28- 31 

Abominable GLBT Ski Weekend 

For more information about this trip to Banff, 
call 497-7585. Registration deadline is Dec 18. 


To advertise in 


Womonspace News 
call 482-1794 
NEW RATES FOR 1999: 


Business card size: $20 
Quarter-page: $30 
Half-page: $50 


(Classified ads are free for members) 
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HOLIDAY GIFT BOOK IDEAS 


For the readers on your list 
Suggested gifts from Orlando Books 


Women In Love: Portraits of Lesbian Mothers 
¢» Ther Famikes. Photographs & interviews 
by Barbara Seyda with Diana Herera, $39.95. 
A gorgeous compilation of 103 black & 
white tritone photographs accompanied by 
personal narratives. 

Aimee ¢» Jaguar by Erica Fischer ,$19.95. 
Now in paperback, a true story set against 
the horrific backdrop of World War II Nazi 
Germany. Aimee, a mother and the wife of a 
Nazi officer, and Jaguar, a Jew living 
underground, meet and fall in love. 

The Death of a Much-Travelled Woman and 
Other Adventures with Cassandra Reilly by 
Barbara Wilson, $19.95. Wilson’s translator- 
sleuth takes off after new literary adventures 
around the globe and is called upon to solve 
thefts, murders and other crimes. 

Spht-Level Dykes to Watch Out For by 
Alison Bechdel, $16.95. Ginger, Lois and 
Sparrow decide to buy a house, Jezanna’s 
father moves in with her after her mother’s 
death, Mo considers cohabiting with Sidney, 
and Clarice, Toni and Raffi head for the 
suburbs. 

We have a great selection of calendars, 
including: 

The 365-Page-a-Day Gay & Lesbian 
Calendar—filled with interesting facts, 
$13.95. 

WeMoon: Lunar Power—an astrological 
moon calendar datebook & daily guide to 
natural rhythm, $23.95. 

Everywomans Almanac—ever-popular 
appointment calendar & datebook, $12.95. 
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Herstory—the engagement calendar from 
Saskatoon, $11.95. 

The Womens Daybook—this year’s theme is 
Girlfriends, $14.95. 
For a great collection of gift ideas, pick up 
your free copy of this year’s Feminist Bookstores 

Catalogue, available exclusively in Edmonton 
through Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte Avenue, 
Edmonton AB T6E 125. 

Phone 432-7633; fax 437-4080; or email 
orlando@compusmart.ab.ca 


POETRY : 


by Jean Dobbie 


Winter Welcome 

She put on Her beautiful white mantle 
to welcome baby River to Her home. 
Forever a reminder to his mothers 

of Her blessing. 


Serenity 

Charlie the dog 

disappeared into the mist 

as my daughter slept 

in her stroller on our walk. 

The closer we got to the river 

the thicker the morning mist became. 
Charlie reappeared looking bewildered 
and came quickly to my side. 

Together the three of us were enfolded 
by Her as we crossed over. 


Sie 


BOYS LIKE HER 
by Lenore LeMay 

Boys Lzke Her (Press Gang, 1998) is the 
debut book from a collective of queer artists 


calling themselves—provocatively—Taste This. 


They formed in 1995 for a one-time 
performance piece and were encouraged by 
Persimmon Blackbridge (of Kiss & Tell) to put 
their material in book form. Blackbridge serves 
as editor and the book has a similar layout to 
her own Sunnybrook and also to Kiss & Tell 
works. The photos, numerous sidebars and 
pulled-out text, along with the main pieces of 
writing, help to create the feel of live 
performance. 

Luckily, Edmonton dykes got to see Taste 
This performing live at Orlando Books when 
they were here in November. I was deeply 
moved by the courage, audacity and 
vulnerability of these four young artists. I don’t 
want to call them women because they refer to 
themselves as boyz and grrrls. And it ts 
precisely this challenge of gender that I found 
so compelling. 

Boys Like Her are stories about latent 
tendencies, crushes, coming out, homophobia, 
family-of-origin issues, and violence against 


women. They are funny, raw, angry, erotic, 
thought-provoking, interesting and bold. I 
was both moved and disturbed by the pieces 
about incest and physical abuse. 

Taste This is Anna, Ivan, Zoe and Lyndell. 
Each is a strong and talented performer. 
Individually they share theit thoughts, 
experiences and pain through distinct voices. 
But together, as they say in their introduction, 
“we rubbed off on each other like paint in a 
car crash... Together we made each other 
better.” 

I am glad that I was able to see them 
perform their material, because now as I read 
theit book I can not only hear each boy/grrrl 
as s/he speaks, but see them as well. This is 
exciting and ground-breaking work. I 
recommend Boys Lzke Her if you ate interested 
in transgendered, queer, erotic and funny 
material. Check it out. 


WIN A TOASTER OVEN! 
Womonspace 194994 


membership drive 


(YES, WE’RE RECRUITING) 
Everyone who purchases or renews a 
Womonspace membership before March 
20, 1999 will be eligible to win a Black & 
Decker toaster oven (value $70). 
The winning name will be drawn at the 
March dance. 


(If you have just recently joined or renewed your 
membership and want to get in on the draw, you may 
extend your membership for another year and 
be eligible for the prize.) 
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SPEAKING OF NORMAL 


by Liz Massiah, MSW, RSW (415-5434) 

A good friend recently died. And each night, 
lying in bed, my thoughts have wandered, 
wondering and trying to do the undoable—make 
sense of tragedy. Sheryl McInnes’ death was 
unforeseen by everyone except, it seems, by her. 
Looking back, her partner Maureen Irwin said 
she thinks that on some level Sheryl knew her 
time was coming to an end. 

There is a heaviness and sadness to all that I 
do now, energy sapped into grief, loss and 
confusion. Trying to make some sort of sense 
out of senselessness. Asking Why? What would 
have happened if only... recognizing the futility of 
these questions and still having them sapping 
energy as they live in my life. 

Making sense of senselessness is a big part of 
therapy. My business card says “through 
uncertanty to new possibiktiies’—teflecting the 
confusion and uncertainty experienced by most 
of us at some point in our lives, and my belief 
that although it seems awful at the time, the 
confusion and sadness will eventually move 
aside and cast less of a shadow on our lives. 

Until we come to some sort of ease with our 
experiences we ask the same questions, like: 
“Was I abused by my dad because I was the 
only blonde in the family?”; or “If I weren’t near 
a gay bar, would I have been beaten?”’; or “Why 
am I alive when so many of my friends are lost 
to HIV” or “Why does she keep hitting me 
after she promises to stop?’ Questions like these 
run in endless circles in our heads, controlling 
our dreams, dominating our lives. Insistence on 
finding the rght or rea/ answer can stall our 
healing. 

Often clients who know I do hypnotherapy 
demand (yes, demand) hypnosis, to find out 


“what exactly happened; I can’t heal until I 
remember every detail.” Since our unconscious 
mind usually refuses demands of this sort, my 
usual response is to explore how the client’s life 
will be different after the question is answered. — 
This exploration of the impact of the answer 
often raises lots of new questions, like “If I 
wasn’t abused, then why am I so...” or “How will 
I feel about my family once I know what 
happenede” or “How can I continue to be a 
loyal son or daughter and also be truthful about 
my experiences?” 

Once these are made sense of, any memories 
needing to be found readily show up, ate worked 
with and resolved. Sometimes the client decides 
there is no real need to know; that details of past 
events are not needed for healing now. More 
often than not, the details show themselves just 
when needed. a3 

Perhaps constantly asking Wy? is a signal that 
the question is unanswerable; that what is 
happening is about more than the facts—tt is 
about our souls. It may well be that no one really 
knows the answer, even if there is one; and that 
what we really are talking about is what will the 
future be like without that nagging question 
dominating our thoughts. Who would we be if 
we could slip away from the question?; how can 
we take more of our life back—not ignoring 
sadness or confusion, but making a deal with it 
so we can have more of our life for ourselves? 

This is not to suggest that we do not need to 
respect and grapple with the why, what if, if only 
parts of our experiences. We must try to 
reconcile as best we can the non-sensical, the 
tragic and the messages from our soul. All of that 
is what makes us human. In Sheryl’s case, we 
may never know the wy, the what fanswers, but 
we can remember her laughter, her challenging 
mind and her courage to be herself. 
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Available at Edmonton Public Library 


Blackbridge, Persimmon 


Sunnybrook: A True story with Lies, 1996 


(Ferro-Grumley) 
Boyd, Blanche McCrary 


The Revolution of Little Girls, 1991 (Lambda) 


Donoghue, Emma 


Hood, 1995 (American Library Association 


Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Book) 


Douglas, Marion K. 


Bending at the Bow, 1995 (Alberta Writers 


Guild) 


Dykewomon, Elana 
Beyond the Pale, 1997 (Lambda) 


Griffith, Nicola 
Ammonite, 1992 (Lambda & Tiptree) 
Slow River, 1995 (Lambda & Nebula) 


Martinac, Paula 
Out of Time, 1992 (Lambda) 


Porter, Dorothy 

The Monkey's Mask: An Erotic Murder 
Mystery, 1994 (Banjo & The Age Book 
of the Year [Australia]) 


Obejas, Achy 
Memory Mambo, 1996 (Lambda) 


Schulman, Sarah 
Rat Bohemia, 1995 (Ferro-Grumley) 


Wings, Mary 
Divine Victim, 1993 (Lambda) 


ASK LAVERNE * 
The insensitive 
advice columnist 


Dear Laverne, 
I don’t know what to get my girlfriend for Solstice. 
She’s been a kittle down in the dumps lately and doesn’t 
seem interested in food, or sex, or me. Any ideas for a 
sure-fire gift to rekindle some spark on her end? 
Santa’s hittle helper 


Yo, ho-ho wannabe, 

I could suggest you fill her stocking with lots 
of gay apparel and gourmet delights, but did 
you ever stop and think that maybe the 
problem is your Start by sparking thyself, and 
she’ll be making a joyful noise in no time. 

Happy holidays, 
Laverne 

Dear Laverne, 

I’ve missed your column lately. Why doesn’t it run 
every month, like it used to? I hope you're not sick or 
something. (I mean, we know you're, like, sick, in the 
humour sense, or lack. thereof, but, you know, kke, 
you're not terminal or contagious or anything, are you?) 

Anxious Laverne Fan 

Beloved ALF, 

Thank you so much for your concer. I 
would happily answer your letters every month, 
except the so-called editors at this so-called 
newsletter seem to think there are other things 
more worthy of this space than my “incessant 
ramblings,” as they choose to call my insightful, 
bordering-on-brilliant advice to the lovelorn 
and get-a-life candidates out there (and I hate 
to break it to you, but I fear you may severely 
qualify in this category, honey). Sheesh. A few 
more letters like yours, though, and I may be 
back more often. Which naturally leads me to 
caution you: Be careful what you nish for. 
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DECEMBER HOROSCOPE 
by Honeypot 

ARIES: Deck them halls with 
boughs of Holly... and if she’s busy, her sister Ivy 
is generally free on Friday nights. 

TAURUS: You’re finally on the right track. A 
little more sincerity and you might actually get a 
date for the holidays instead of a lump of coal. 
GEMINI: Lady luck is sure smiling on you these 
days—and nights. Don’t worry; as long as you’re 
playing safe, you go, grrrrll 

CANCER: Your festive spirit is contagious. 
Something extraordinary is about to happen—just 
when you thought life couldn’t get any better. 
LEO: Looked back over your year and didn’t like 
what you saw? Resolve to erase that trail of tears 
with some volunteer work. 

VIRGO: Make a new plan, Jan. No need to be 
coy, Joy. Tell her to ditch the fella, Ella, and your 
winter will be cozy, Rosy. 

LIBRA; Should auld aquaintance be forgot? Nah. 
But your frends are wondering where you’ve been 
hiding. Hit some partis. Circulate. 

SCORPIO: Remember all those things you said 
you were going to get done this year for sure? The 
clock is ticking... there’s still time. 
SAGITTARIUS: You've been spending too 
much time at the computer. The virtual reality is, 
you need to let real life flow through you. 
CAPRICORN: She’s going to call you. The 
question is, will you be prepared for what comes 
next? It’s no time to be shy. 

AQUARIUS: Someone with the power to change 
your life romantically is just around the corner. 
Don’t be caught looking the other way like last 
time. And give up those stinky cigars. 

PISCES: ‘The statute of limitations on old, dead 
relationships ran out long ago. Sadly, you may 
need a refresher course in having fun. Party like 
it’s 1999, 
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Jui 0. Lioyp 
Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone 497-7755 


OrLANpO 
BOOKS 


Secrets Bar & Grill presents 
‘i Edmonton's lesbian-owned, 


A New Year’s Eve ay 
feminist bookstore with a 
BLACK & WHITE GALA ; ; 
, fine selection of titles 
B With Champagne 
aA ORS & Hors d’Oeuvres for women. 


25 Single tickets (at the door) $7, 
couples $10; or $5 each in advance 
10249 - 107 Street — phone 990-1818 


10123 Whyte Ave., T6E 1Z5 
432-7633 


WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 
Confidentiality Assured 


ADDRESS Bry, 

POSTAL CODE PHONE ; 
12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single $25/couple (with one newsletter) 

$15/ Associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only). : 

Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) j 

New Member 0) Renewal) Associate I would like to be a volunteer YesO Not i 
Please mail my newsletter to my home 0) 

I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events Total enclosed $ | 


— a eee eee eee 


oe 
| 
| 
| NAME(S) 
| 
L 
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Support your local lesbian newsletter 


=  WOomONSPACE 
1999 calendars 
on sale now! 


Keep track of the important days in your life — 
with a calendar made by lesbians, for lesbians. 


A great haliday gift ideal 
Just $1U, available at Orlando Books, 


10123 Whyte Ave; 432-1633. 
Calendars will also be available at Secrets Bar & Grit, 
102.44-101, Sundays in December from noon to 4 p.m. 


To order by mail, send $20 per calendar 
(SIU plus $4 to cover postage and handling) to: 
Womonspace Calendar, Box 128 Main P.0., Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 


*Kemember to include your name & complete address. 
Sending a copy to a friend? Please indicate whether you would like us to enclose a gift card. 


